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Kaohsiung Medical University has been dedicated to medical education since its establishment in 1954. We
have spared no effort in promoting the holistic concept of medical education and have relentlessly strengthened
the integration of medical humanities and professionalism into the medical curriculum. In December 2007,
Kaohsiung Medical University held the second International Conference on Medical Professionalism and
Humanities with a focus on reflection and critical thinking. This conference brought together experts and academics
from Taiwan and abroad to discuss current trends and to ensure exchange of views with regard to medical
professionalism and humanities education.
Educators nowadays value learning through reflection and action, and the view is that critical thinking is
no longer merely a byproduct of acquiring knowledge. Critical thinking constitutes a basis for good clinical
practice, because defining a disease, diagnosing a disease, assessing the potential outcomes of various inter-
ventions, and then deciding on the most effective clinical management plan are key features in effective decision-
making. All of these skills are also very important competencies required for future medical professionals.
This special issue, published as a result of this conference, contains articles on a wide range of topics on dif-
ferent aspects of critical thinking in medical education, including theoretical concepts and pragmatic methods.
It covers current trends in developing medical students’ critical thinking abilities, curriculum design, and
developing teaching and learning activities, which are woven together into a complete tapestry of medical
education.
I wish to thank all of the authors for their excellent papers in this special issue and for generously sharing
their expertise and experience with us. Special thanks also go to the organizing committee for the second
International Conference on Medical Professionalism and Humanities, and all of the conference participants.
This special issue was made possible through their efforts.
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